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Kids Connecting Nature aims to increase children’s knowledge, interest and affinity for nature by

focusing on biodiversity within their local area.

We strive to empower students to champion local species,

implement species-specific habitat

requirements and instill life-long sustainable environmental principles and practices.

RATIONALE: WHY KIDS CONNECTING NATURE WAS BORN

Loss of biodiversity via compounding threats,
together with societies growing disconnect from
nature, is highlighting the urgent need for holistic,
comprehensive, relevant and hands-on education
programs to promote environmental sustainability.

More than 1850 plants and animals are threatened
in Australia (EPBC Act 1999), 1167 in NSW alone
(NSW Government 2015). Threat abatement or
recovery measures are known for more than 800 of
these (Kim and Pressey 2015), which for many

include increasing habitat, resources and
connectivity (Australian Government 2015).
Urban  centres  worldwide are  becoming

homongenised through the introduction of exotic
plants and feral species (McKinney 2006), and
native wildlife is being pushed to the urban fringe,
less able to move between conservation areas. This
is forming a negative feedback loop: escalating loss
of biodiversity with increased growth in urbanisation
is disconnecting people from nature.

Compounding this, sensationalist media coverage,
misinformation, ignorance and personal gain, such
as removing trees to ‘enhance’ the view, are
overshadowing the importance of nature in
providing our basic needs through ecosystem
function and services (E.g. SMH 2014, OEH 2015,

www.kidsconnectingnature.com.au

Daily Telegraph 2015, RFS 2015), let alone

aesthetic value.

A paper compiling 45 research projects worldwide
found that the knowledge and bond stemming from
the interaction children have with nature is at a
record low (Charles and Louv 2009, Louv 2005).
Surveys reveal that Australians have limited
knowledge of their native species (Wilson and
Tisdell, 2004, Archer, 2015). Much of Australian
wildlife is either nocturnal or cryptic and overlooked
by popular culture. If children have limited
experience in nature, are completely unaware of the
fauna and ecosystems they share their local
environment with, how then can children be mindful
of the negative effect they have on native habitat?

Though research such as Ballouard et al (2011)
demonstrate a willingness to protect threatened
species, it is influenced by media and internet
sources which highlight flagship and charismatic
species. Increasingly children in urban centres
consider nature to be a pristine environment, like a
National Park, that is removed or separate from
their own environment, reducing both need and
motivation to be proactive (Haluza-Delay R, 2001).
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Reassuringly, Fisman (2005) built an empirical
study, focused on urban centres correlating
increased local environmental experience and

awareness, with stewardship for that environment.
Childhood has been identified as the most crucial
and receptive period (Damarell et al 2013, White
2004, Miller 2005) to develop environmental
education. Ballantyne and Parker (2008) identified
the role and success of experience-based learning,
particularly to encourage higher order thinking, local
context, personal connections and sensory
engagement. ‘Hands-on’ learning was found to be
instrumental in developing sustainable behaviour
and environmental awareness over formal
classroom teaching alone. Drissner et al (2014)
demonstrated that even short-term environmental
education if accompanied with hands-on experience
could have long lasting impacts for conservation
awareness. Fundamentally, many  children
communicate this knowledge to adults, transforming
behaviour at a household level (Damerell et al
2013) that if delivered en masse can ultimately lead
to community change.

Though it is surrounded by a considerable reserve
system, the Sydney region only offers patchy
fragmented habitat, currently limiting species
occurrence, let alone the connectivity necessary for
distribution shift under climate change (Hughes et al
1996, Williams et al 2010).

However, Australian research shows that many
native species are able to exist in urban settings
with proximity to wild habitat through connectivity
(Threlfall et al 2012, Threlfall et al 2015, Basham et
al 2011) and provisions such as nesting boxes
(Goldingay and Stevens 2009).

The use of schools as wildlife stepping stones is
gaining momentum as a conservation strategy (E.g.
Conniff 2014, Ignatieva et al 2011, loja et al 2014)
and the potential is evident when just public primary
schools are considered alone (Map 1). Ultimately
education on local species will elicit change at a
community level, benefiting both local biodiversity
and human well-being (Savad et al 2000).

www.kidsconnectingnature.com.au

The approach adopted by Kids Connecting Nature
is guided by the principles of education for
sustainable development, which provides a holistic
approach, developing skills and attitudes to
empower individuals to facilitate on-going change
(Tilbury et al 2005). Added to this we specifically
focus on educating about species that exist within
the immediate environment of participants, aiming
to ignite a love and custodianship for their local
area, building across a region.

There are a number of fantastic environmental
programs in Sydney that offer schools a good
foundation in biodiversity conservation. The Kids
Connecting Nature model has been considered
beside key programs not as a substitute, but as an
important addition, in recognition that human
induced biodiversity loss is escalating faster than
can be mitigated (IUCN 2010), signaling an urgent
need for even greater education effort.

Government initiatives such as Save our Species
(2015) and Australia’s Biodiversity Conservation
Strategy (Commonwealth of Australia, 2010) state
the importance of a collaborative effort in
conserving threatened species. Rose et al (2003)
highlighted the role of indigenous kinship in
conservation, and suggested non-aboriginal
peoples should also adopt the concept of
connectivity and  guardianship,  conceivably
embracing the use of totems. Without question we
need to learn about our environment in order to
protect it.

Kids Connecting Nature specialise in locally tailored
environmental education aligned to meet syllabus
outcomes. Our extensive knowledge of biodiversity
is a culmination of thorough and constant academic
research and sheer passion for nature, both of
which we embrace in our delivery. By adopting the
model of ‘Act Locally, Think Globally’ we aspire to
nurture the Environmental Guardians of the future,
one workshop at a time.
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